
Eels and 
ladders

Can your eel migrate to safety first? 

climb up the straw ladders  
and slide down the eels
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4,000 mile 
migration 

from Europe 
complete 

Glass Eel:  
8cm long 
and tasty! 

Elver: Enter 
streams, 
rivers & 

marshlands

Silver Eel: 
Measuring   
up to 1m+  

& seabound 

Breeding 
adults: 

complete life 
cycle and die

Illegal Trade
reduces 
numbers 

Climate 
change 
effects 
ocean 

currents

Critically 
endangered. 
EVERY player 
back 2 spaces 

Predators 
attack! Move 
back 1 space 

Parasites 
affect ability 
to migrate

Pollution

Stopped 
by river 
barriers

Wetland 
habitat lost. 
Move back 

1 space 

Adult’s 
spawn

successfully

Made it to 
the estuary

Millions of 
Eggs laid 

Eggs hatch
quickly 

Feasting 
on fish & 

invertebrates

You found a 
mate! Move 

forward 1 space

Conditions are 
good & eels  

travel quickly

Nearly home to 
the Sargasso     

Sea!  

Ride 
currents 

to Europe.  
Move 

forward  
1 space  

Leptocephalus: 
Larvae ride 
currents for  

1 year

Welcome to the 
Sargasso Sea!

Traditional rope ladders allow eels to overcome barriers like weirs, dams and sluice gates

You will need a dice, counters, 2+ players

Finish
Well done! You made  

it back to spawn!


